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President’s Message

Mary MacGillivray

Registration is over for another vear and |
trust yvou all survived. Hopefully, you took
some holidays to prepare you for what
will undoubtedly be another busy year.

You may have noticed it has been awhile
since you received an issue of Contact.
We were looking for a new editor and
publisher. We were fortunate in receiving
a proposal from Ron Heath, Registrar at
Simon-Fraser, and his colleagues K.C. Bell
and the staff of the Publications
department, who wili work together to
publish Contact. This is their first issue
and the plan is to publish about three
times annually; for this we need your
help. Please let us know what you are up
to, i.e., new developments in your office,
new staff, papers you have presented or
whatever else you think may be of interest
to your colleagues. Material for Contact
should be sent to the Editor or to your

Le message du président

regional representative, whose name is
listed in this issue. So let's wish Ron and
K.C. the best of luck and help them out by
contributing to Contact.

I would also like to take this opportunity
to thank Jim Boniface, who served for
many years as editor of Contact, and to
Ygal Leibu, publisher, and his competent
staff. They served us well and | am sure
you will 2l join with me in saying “Thank

”

you.

The ARUCC executive met in Toronto in
February in conjunction with the annual
meeting of OURA. One of the items on
the agenda was the EDI pilot project. It
was agreed that ARUCC would provide
some funding and the OURA Systems
Standing Committee would provide
regular updates to the membership
through Contact.

o
Another item discussed was the joint
ARUCC/AACRAQ conference to be held
in Toronto in 1996. Discussions are
already underway with AACRAQ and we
hope to have our Ontario team in place in
the near future. Ron Heath will represent
the ARUCC executive in this venture.

The next meeting of the éxecutive will be
held in Toronto in mid-November and fhe
1992 ARUCC conference in Moncton will
be on the agenda. The Program and Local
Arrangements Committees have been
waorking hard to put together an
interesting and entertaining program and |
hope you wili make plans to be there.

In the meantime, | wish you all good luck
as we head into another academic vear. |
will be in touch again in the next issue of
Contact.

Mary MacGillivray -
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Encore une fois, la période des
inscriptions est derriére nous. J'ose croire
que vous avez tous survécus et qu'en
prévision d’une année qui s'annonce
achalandée, vous avez pris le temps de

VOUS reposer.

Vous avez certainement remarqué qu’il y
avait longtemps gu’un numéro de Contact
vous était parvenu. Nous étions a la

" recherche d'un nouveau rédacteur et d’un
nouvel éditeur. C'est avec joie que nous
avons redu la proposition de Ron Heath,
registraire a Simon Fraser, et de ses
éol]égues K.C. Beli et le personnel du
'service de publication; ce sont eux qui
verront & la publication de Contact. Ce

numero est le premier‘cjue cette équipe
publie. Nous avons l'intention de paraitre
trois fois au cours de "année; pour ce
faire nous avons besoin de vous! Faites-
nous savoir ce qui se passe de beau par
chez-vous. Faites-nous part des projets sur
lesquels vous travailler; des allées et
venues de votre personnel; des articles
que vous avez publiés ou encore des
allocutions que vous avez présentées,
Bref, coh’nmuniquez avec nous pour nous
faire part de toute chose qui, selon vous,
est susceptible d'intéresser vos collégues
du pays. Les collaborations & Contact
doivent é&tre envoyées 2 I'éditeur ou
encore i votre représentant régional (vous
trouverez la liste des représentants

régicnaux ailleurs dans ce numéro). On
souhaite bonne chance 4 Ron et K.C.!

Aidez-les a nous aider en collaborant

réguligrement & Contact.

Je profite de I'occasion pour remercier jim
Boniface d'avoir servi a titre de rédacteur
de Contact pendant de nombreuses
années. De méme, il faut remercier Ygal

-Leibu, ['ancien éditeur, ainsi que son

équipe plus que compétente. Tous nous
ont servi de fagon magistrale et je sais gue
vOUS vous joignez tous 2 moi pour les
rermercier chaleureusement.

L'exécutif de 'ARUCC s’est réuni a
Toronto, en février dernier, 3 "occasion
de la réunion annuelle de YARUO. L'un
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The Maclean’s Keffuffle

e

Postsecondary administrators across
Canada have been bﬁsy for the last
several weeks responding to the October
14th issue of Maclean’s, which ranked the
country’s independent, secular
universities. In “A Measure of
Excellence,” Maclean’s used 12
categories related to students, faculty,
financtal resources and reputation to
order the 46 schools, ostensibly to help
students in “choosing a university.”

Given Maclean’s broad circulation, it's no
surprise that the university community has
responded strongly to the rankings. The
Association of Universities and Colleges
of Canada has criticized Maclean’s for
comparing apples with oranges because
enrollments, endowments and even
mandates vary so greatly across the
country. President Robin Farquahar of
Carleton complained that, by ignoring
professional faculties and graduate
programs to look exclusively at arts and
sciences, Maclean’s got and gave a
distorted view of his university.

l.a magouille du Maclean’s

Maclean’s methodology for the survey
was determined by its need to concenirate
on easily quantifiable data available
about universities, As a result, categories
covered such items as the average GPA of
entering students, non-medical research
grants per professor, cperating budget per
student and percentage of foreign and
out-of-province students. Critics of the
article have pointed out that too many of
the criteria contributing to the quality of a
university education have been omitted.
And recent university mandates, including
those to serve the wider community
through continuing education and co-op
programs, were ignored entirely.

Of course, not everyone was equally
displeased with the survey. University of
Guelph President Brian Segal, quoted in
Guelph's weekly newsbulletin (under the
headiine “We’re number eight!”),
remarked that “It's always nice when
someone recognizes the kind of progress,
momentum and excitement going on at U
of G.” However, dissatisfaction with
Maclean’s rankings is likely to be more
common than not.

A major concern will certainly be that the
article may influence decisions about
what kind of support schools receive,
moral and financial, from provinciai
ministries, alumni and the general public.
Although an editor of Maclean’s has
stated that they were trying to rate
univarsities in “specific areas” and saying
which were “best,” the article clearly
suggests the opposite. After all, very few
people will notice that this is just “A
Measure,” not “The Measure,” of
Excellence.

“..too many of the criteria
contributing to the quality of
a university education have
been omitted..including
those to serve the wider
community through
continuing education and
.co-op programs...”

Au cours des dernigres semaines, les
administrateurs universitaires du Canada
ont été occupés 2 répondre au numéro du
Maclean’s du. 14 octobre dernier, lequel
contenait un supplément ol F'on classait
les universités indépendantes du pays.
Dans «A Measure of Excellences,
Maclean’s a utilisé 12 catégories visant fe
corps étudiant, le corps professoral, les
ressources financiéres et la réputation
institutionnelte pour classer 46

établissernents universitaires,
vraisemblablement pour «aider les
&tudiants & se choisir une universités.

Considérant le tirage et la circulation du
Maclean’s, il n’est pas surprenant que la
communauté universitaire canadienne ait
réagi avec virulence au classement
proposé. L'Association des Universités et
Colleges du Canada a critiqué Maclean’s
d’avoir comparer des pommes et des

W

oranges! Les inscriptions, les fonds de
dotation et méme les mandats
institutionnels varient considérablement
dans les établissements du pays. Le
recteur de la Carleton University, M.
Robin Farquahar, a affirmé qu’en ignorant
les facultés & caractére professionnel et les
programmes aux études supérieures pour
ne se concentrer sur les programmes
d’arts et sciences au premier cycle, le
Maclean’s n‘offre qu’une vue pacellaire et



